
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
City Council voted during its 
Jan. 18 regular meeting to table 
scheduling its general election 
originally set for May 7. Up for 
election are council persons for 
Ward 3, Ward 5, Ward 6 and 
Municipal Judge.
 “Th is is to call the election for 
the May 7, 2022 General Elec-
tion,” City Secretary Diana Al-
cala said. “…I am asking that 
council, today, table this resolu-
tion. We are actually working 
on contracting with the county 

to do a joint election. Joint elec-
tions are always great. Th ey actu-
ally do have an election this May 
so we are working to contract 
with them and we are fi ne tun-
ing GISD possibly jumping on 
board too.”
 “What that does is it allows, 
people can vote where they regu-
larly vote with the county but we 
only have to hire one set of poll 
workers,” City Manager Barry 
Sullivan said. “We only have to 
have one fee for the ballot be-
cause you always have to have 
that electronic ballot they have 
available. Most of ours are done 
by hand but we have to have a 

machine and the same thing 
goes, it’s not just election day. It’s 
all the early voting. So if every-
body does it jointly they can have 
that at one spot. Have less em-
ployees because right now is real-
ly hard when we all get going be-
cause everybody wants the same 
employees. You know the people 
that have worked here historical-
ly. One of the issues a lot of times 
is older people that are working 
these. As the years go on, they 
start dropping off  and its harder 
to fi nd people to take their place 
so not only could it make it easier 
to fi nd people. It’s also easier on 
the voter. Usually when we do 

this, we have three or four elec-
tions going on at the civic cen-
ter…Th is isn’t guaranteed but we 
still have time to call an election 
at the next meeting. We’d like to 
give this a chance. See if we can 
get it done and pulled together. 
Save some money. Save some 
time and make it easier on the 
voters.”
 Th e council opened a public 
hearing on a resolution adopting 
an order to redistrict city council 
wards at 6:33 p.m.
 Attorney Robert Bass was pres-
ent to discuss two maps which 
represent eff orts to redraw voting 
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Town

by Grice King

 Jennifer Johnson-Spence, 
Cooke County Librarian, want-
ed me to let everyone know that 
AARP Tax Assistance being of-
fered at Cooke County Library.
 “Due to the continuing CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the annual 
free AARP Tax Assistance Ser-
vice will be off ered and con-
ducted diff erently this year. 
Clients are encouraged to come 
and pick up a booklet that will 
contain information that is nec-
essary to participate in the ser-
vice. 
 “Starting on Monday, Janu-
ary 24, 2022, clients will be able 
to come to the Cooke County 
Library and pick up an in-take 
booklet. Th is booklet is orga-
nized by AARP and contains 
instructions on how to prepare 
their 2021 taxes. Clients will 
need to fi ll out the booklet and 
then contact AARP as per the 
instructions attached with the 
booklet. 
 “Clients will need to make 
appointments this year. Instruc-
tions on how to make appoint-
ments will be attached with the 
AARP booklet. It is preferred 
that clients make appointments 
on the AARP website: AARP.
org.  Th e fi rst appointments 
won’t be available until Tuesday, 
February 1, 2022. Appoint-
ments will be from 1pm – 4pm 
on Tuesdays only. At this time, 
this service will only be off ered 
until Tuesday, April 12, 2022.
 “Please remember that the li-
brary staff  has no involvement 
with this service. Th e library is 
just the location. Also remem-
ber that the AARP Tax Aides 
are volunteers. Th ey are trying 
their best to provide this free 
service to our community. Both 
organizations wanted to make 
this service available even dur-
ing this diffi  cult time. Be aware 
that the details and process may 
change. We’re all trying to make 
this service as simple and safe as 
possible. Be patient. 
 “For any general questions 
regarding this free tax service 
call the Cooke County Library 
at 940-668-5530. Th e library 
is located at 200 South Weav-
er Street in Gainesville,” said 
Spence.

++++++++

 Also, we have our March 1 
Primary Election Candidate 
Forums again this week on Page 
7. Th is week features the Cooke 
County Court at Law race be-
tween incumbent John Morris 
and challenger Lynn Switzer. 
Go check it out.

Showing Appreciation - Three Gainesville ISD staff members received awards for January 
during the Jan. 18 GISD school board meeting. Pictured, left to right, are PEIMS clerk Kim-
berly Gardner, Teacher of the Month Amber Endres of Gainesville Intermediate School, Teacher 
of the Month Elena Hernandez and Superintendent Dr. Des Stewart. Student artwork (in pho-
tos at right) was on display during the school board meeting.    (The Weekly News Photos)  

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Th e coronavi-
rus, including active cases among 
staff  and students and many in-
dividuals under quarantine re-
quirements, forced Gainesville 
ISD offi  cials to close campuses 
Jan. 13 and 14.
 “Of course, all of you are aware 
last week we had to cancel school 

on Th ursday and Friday of last 
week due to elevated [COVID] 
numbers,” Superintendent Dr. 
Des Stewart said during his su-
perintendent report at the Jan. 
18 GISD board meeting. “Today, 
of course, we looked at the num-
bers. Numbers are slightly down 
in comparison to last week but 
just to kind of give you a ball-
park fi gure where we were last 
week, I wanted to give you these 

numbers. On Jan. 10, which 
was Monday, we had 32 teach-
ers out, 14 paraprofessionals, 7 
offi  ce staff  and 603 students that 
were absent. And again, the 603 
students are students that either 
have tested positive, or quaran-
tined or may have been display-
ing some symptoms but not yet 
tested positive.”
 “Th at following Tuesday, we 
had 32 teachers out, 14 paras, 

9 offi  ce staff  members out, and 
662 students out,” he said. “And 
then on Wednesday… we had 
30 teachers out, 9 paras, 8 offi  ce 
staff  and 974 students out.”
 Th e number of student absenc-
es was staggering.
 “Th at’s nearly a third of our 
student population with that 
974,” Stewart noted. 
 He said as of Jan. 18, 17 teachers,

(Continued on Page 2)

Stewart Updates GISD Board 

on COVID Numbers; Absences

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

COOKE COUNTY – Th e last day 
to register to vote is Monday, Jan. 
31, 2022 in the March 1, 2022 Joint 
Primary Election. One may pick up 
an application for voter registration 
at the Cooke County Tax Assessor 
Collector offi  ce at 112 South Dixon 
Street in Gainesville or by visiting 
votetexas.gov to fi ll out an online ap-
plication. Application must then be 
printed and mailed to Cooke Coun-
ty Voter Registrar at 112 South Dix-
on Street, Gainesville, Texas 76240.
 Early voting is set for 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Feb. 14 through Feb. 25 in 

the Cooke County Courthouse An-
nex Courtroom at 112 South Dixon 
Street. Early voting will be closed for 
the Feb. 21, 2022 Presidents Day 
holiday. 
 Election day polling hours are 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.
 Th e last day to apply for ballot by 
mail is Friday, Feb. 14, 2022. Appli-
cation must be received by Feb. 14, 
not postmarked.
 Last day to receive ballot by mail is 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022.
 Some polling locations have 
changed due to redistricting mea-
sures mandated by law.
Th e following are March 1, 2022 
joint election polling locations:

 Precincts 1, 1C Gainesville Civ-
ic Center, 311 S. Weaver Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precinct 2 First Christian Church, 
401 North Dixon Street, Gaines-
ville.
 Precinct 3 Crossroads Baptist 
Church, 2201 W. California Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precincts 4-4C Hillcrest Church 
of Christ, 1712 East O’Neal Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precinct 6 Callisburg Community 
Center, 92 McDaniel Street, Callis-
burg.
 Precinct 7 Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, 305 CR 194, Gainesville.
 Precinct 8 Callisburg Elementary 

School, 648 FM 3164, Woodbine.
 Precinct 10 Cross Timbers 
Church, 6134 FM 922, Valley View.
 Precinct 11 Valley View Baptist 
Church, 504 North Lee Street, Val-
ley View.
 Precinct 12 Era Community Cen-
ter, 102 Malone Street, Era.
 Precinct 17 Muenster VFW, 136 
Ash Street, Muenster.
 Precinct 18 First Baptist Church, 
121 North Pecan Street, Muenster.
 Precinct 21 Conrad Hall, 431 Ash 
Street, Lindsay.
 Precinct 22 Lake Kiowa Lodge, 
905 West Kiowa Drive, Lake Kiowa.
 Precinct 33 Moss Lake Fire Sta-
tion, 160 FM 1201 ext., Moss Lake.

January 31 Last Day to Register 

to Vote in March 1 Primary
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8 paras, 7 offi  ce staff  and 
578 students were absent.
 “Again, we are still kind 
of seeing an up and down 
fl ow,” he said. “We’re care-
fully monitoring students 
that may be exhibiting 
symptoms but also staff  
that may be exhibiting 
symptoms. We’re hoping 
that we’re on the downside 
of this whole COVID out-
break but we’re going to 
continue to actively moni-
tor that and take the pro-
active measures in an eff ort 
to keep everyone safe.”
 Stewart also discussed 
district enrollment and 
its potential aff ects on the 
future facility needs of the 
district.
 “Right now, we’re at 
about 3,060 students 
which is about 81 more 
students than we had at 
this particular time last 
year,” he said. “I’ve always 
said and will continue to 
always say, you know, 81 
does not sound like a lot of 
kids but in GISD 50 kids 
makes a huge diff erence. If 
these 81 kids were to hit a 
particular campus, it could 
easily push that campus 
over capacity. Th ose are 
the things that we have to 
be mindful of as we con-
tinue to have conversations 
that are based around what 
does the future of GISD 
look like?”
 Enrollment increases 
include GHS, GJHS and 
Edison.
 As for the attendance 
side, Stewart said, keeping 
numbers steady has been 
“an ongoing battle.”
 “Understanding that, 
you know, our primary 
focus is keeping everyone 
safe,” he said. “And our 
parents share that exact, 
same sentiment, that exact, 
same concern. Th ey want 
to make sure that they keep 
their prized possessions 
safe. And so, with that 
has yielded some concerns 
on the attendance side…
not [really] concerns. It’s 

just a slight decrease in 
the overall attendance rate 
that we’re seeing on our 
campuses. Our principals, 
again, have done a good 
job and will continue to 
do a good job with call-
ing, checking up on the 
kids to see if the kids are 
sick, but if the kids are not 
sick, [principals] are going 
above the call of duty to 
get those babies to school 
so they can be engaged in 
a meaningful learning en-
vironment.”
 He added attendance 
concern is not limited to 
Texas. It’s a nationwide 
issue. “We’re seeing a de-
crease in attendance of 
students regardless of age 
from itty bitties up to high 
school aged, we’re seeing a 
decrease in the overall at-
tendance percentage, so 
we’ll continue to keep our 
eyes focused on that and 
continue to take proactive 
measures in that particular 
area,” he said.
 Stewart also discussed 
the May 7 board election.
 “Th is year, we are going 
to have three seats up,” he 
said. Place 5 board mem-
ber Brad Cox resigned in 
December leaving a two-
year unexpired term on the 
board. Place 6 board mem-
ber Phil Neelley and Place 
7 board member Corey 
Hardin are up for election 
to three-year terms.
 “[Jan. 19] is actually the 
fi rst day to fi le,” Stewart 
said. “We have applica-
tions at Mrs. [Kay] Neu’s 
offi  ce… Th e last date to fi le 
being Feb. 18 at 5 p.m.”
 Next up was a report on 
the 2022-2023 budget cal-
endar by GISD Director of 
Finance Alyce Greer.
 She said the board mem-
bers have copies of the 
budget calendar “Even 
though we are still a long 
ways from approving that 
budget that work begins 
now.”
 “Th ere’s a lot as you 
can see,” she said “Goes 
through it month by 
month detailing it all out 

but really the ball starts 
to roll in March whenever 
we send out the budgets 
to the [campuses]. When 
we get those back in April, 
by May we’ll have a pretty 
good idea of all the ex-
penditures and of course, 
all that time, we’ve been 
working on revenues. We 
have a pretty good idea 
where we are with estimat-
ed revenues and then with 
the expenditures so in ei-
ther June or July, we come 
along, and we do the fi rst 
budget meeting around 
then. In July we also get 
the certifi ed values from 
the appraisal district so we 
have a better idea where 
we sit there. We defi nitely 
will do the budget work-
shop, either one or two, in 
July and then come back 
if we need another budget 
workshop in August, we 
will do that then. Also, the 
budget is approved in Au-
gust.”
 Th e board approved the 
2022-2023 school calen-
dar, general contractor 
for the construction of a 
warehouse/distribution 
facility, Eikon work order 
for master service agree-
ments for GISD ag facility 
expansion project, Gaines-
ville Intermediate School 
Intermediate Secure Vesti-
bule project, Chalmers El-
ementary Secure Vestibule 
project, memorandum of 
understanding between 
Inside Education Group 
and GISD in regards to 
E3 Year Five federal grant 
and MOA between MSD 
Decatur Township and 
Gainesville ISD in regards 
to E3+ federal grant.
 Board members ap-
proved a consent agenda 
which included minutes 
of the Dec. 13 meeting, 
monthly bill list and fi nan-
cial statement.
 Included in the presenta-
tions segment of the meet-
ing was a video featuring 
GISD students thanking 
school board members for 
their dedication and hard 
work. January is School 

Board Recognition Month.
 Melissa Knight Gaines-
ville Middle School art 
teacher presented artwork 
displayed at the board 
meeting.
 Students of the Month 
for January were Tetiana 
Shevchenko and Miguel 
Arriaga of Gainesville 
High School, Mikayla Al-
ford and Zachari Samek 
of Gainesville Junior High 
School, Gaige King and 
Aliana Brown of Gaines-
ville Intermediate School, 
Sofi a Gonzalea and Chris-
tine Moreno of Chalmers 
Elementary School and 
Isabeau Tree and Eve Mor-
ris of Edison Elementary 
School.
 Employee of the Month 
for January was Kimberly 
Gardner, PEIMS clerk at 
Gainesville High School. 
Teachers of the Month for 
January were Amber En-
dres, fi fth grade ELAR/SS/
math teacher at Gainesville 
Intermediate School and 
Elena Hernandez, Spanish 
I & II teacher at Gaines-
ville Junior High School.
 Board members Mar-
vin Royal and Nathan 
Dempsey were absent from 
the meeting.

Stewart Updates GISD Board 

on COVID Numbers; Absences



Jimmie Frances Almon

Services
Jimmie Frances Almon, 

(Sister), 75, of Gainesville, 
passed away January 21, 
2022 in Denton. Th e fam-
ily will receive friends from 
12:30 to 2:00 P.M. on Janu-
ary 25, 2022 at Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home, 
prior to the funeral service 
beginning at 2:00 P.M.  In-
terment will follow at Callis-
burg Cemetery.
History

“Sister” was born Novem-
ber 5, 1946 in Gainesville, 
TX.  She graduated from 
Gainesville High School 
and lived in the Gainesville, 
Lindsay, and Callisburg 
areas.  Ms. Almon retired 
from the Gainesville State 
School as Food Service Di-
rector.  She always made it 
a priority to be active and 
involved in her church.  She 
was involved in Bible Stud-
ies, Meals on Wheels, and 
Nursing Home Ministry.  
Ms. Almon loved singing in 
the choir at Temple Baptist 
and performing in their Eas-
ter and Christmas Canta-
tas.  She was most recently 
a member of Th e Fold on 
Grand Ave.  Ms. Almon was 
also part of the leadership 
team in Celebrate Recovery 
at Family Life Church.  She 
served as Worthy Matron 
in Th e Order of the Eastern 
Star, mentored by Jess and 
Bernice Cason and Donna 
Cason Bass.  But Ms. Almon 
was happiest when cooking 
and hosting her family and 
friends, especially for her 
son’s birthdays.
Survivors
 Survivors include: son, Dr. 
Russell Lane Almon (Ph.D., 
Edinburgh) of Bremerton, 
WA; son, Captain James 
Monroe Almon, Company 
Commander, 702nd Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal 
Company, and wife, Janlie, 
of Grafenwoehr, Germany; 
son, Michael Cason Almon, 
Quality Assurance Special-
ist assisting in IT of Wal-
Mart Distribution Center, 
of Gainesville; grandchild, 

Damaris (Dami) Mikae-
lia Almon; sister, Jacquie 
Cason of Florida; sister, 
Laurette Laster and hus-
band, Greg of Gainesville; 
sister, Livia Kendrick and 
husband, Marty of Gaines-
ville; brother, Jack Leaton 
and wife, Lena of Euless; 
and brother, Donny Leaton 
and wife, Lynda of Palestine; 
Uncle Jess and Aunt Bernice 
Cason of Gainesville; Aunt 
Jean Cason of Weatherford; 
and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.
 Ms. Almon was preceded 
in death by: parents, Donna 
Laura (Cason) Bass and Bil-
lie Joe Leaton, Sr.; brother, 
Jesse Neal Simpson; brother, 
Billie Joe Leaton, Jr.; sister, 
Bettye Camp; brother Tom-
my Leaton; and grandchil-
dren: Jordan Taylor Almon, 
Micah Jayden Almon, and 
Noah Avery Almon.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Meals on 
Wheels.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Dona Kay (Steadham) 
Harrison

Services
 Dona Kay (Steadham) 
Harrison, 68, of Forestburg, 
passed away January 21, 
2022 in Dallas.
 A memorial service will 
begin at 2:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday, January 26, 
2022, at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.  Th e 
family will receive friends 
one hour prior to the ser-
vice.
History
 Dona was born April 18, 
1953 in Gainesville.  She 
was raised in Forestburg and 
graduated from Forestburg 
High School.  Ms. Harrison 
received her Bachelor’s De-
gree from Southern Naza-
rene University (Bethany, 
OK) and taught early educa-
tion for over 30 years.  She 
loved cooking for others, 
shopping, and traveling, es-
pecially to Hawaii and Turks 

& Caicos.  Most recently, 
her greatest joy in life was 
being a Great-Aunt.
Survivors
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Kenna Lane Harrison of 
Forestburg; brother, Charles 
Steadham of Forestburg; 
nieces: Emily Owens and 
Kayley Morris (husband, 
Colton); and great-nieces 
and -nephews: Callahan 
Morris, Finley Owens, and 
Hallie Burns.
 Ms. Harrison was pre-
ceded in death by: parents, 
Donal and Ruthie (Wilson) 
Steadham; and nephew-in-
law, Samuel Owens.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to the God’s Table 
ministry at First Free Will 
Baptist Church in Bowie, 
TX.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

H.C. Peyrot

Services
 Services for H.C. Peyrot, 
will start with a viewing 
from 9:00 am-1:00 pm on 
Monday, January 24, 2022 
at Meador Funeral Home 
Chapel, 1204 E. California 
Street, Gainesville followed 
by a Graveside service at 2:00 
pm at New Hope Cemetery, 
Mountain Springs, Texas.
History

H.C. Peyrot was born 
on February 12, 1937 to 
John and Monte Peyrot in 
Gainesville, Texas, as num-
ber 11 of 13 children. He 
went to be with Jesus on 
January 18, 2022.
 In early life, H.C. worked 
alongside his brothers and 
sisters as a child farming 
with his parents.  He went 
to school until the 5th grade.  
H.C. and his brother James 
were basically twins being 
18 months apart. Th ey left 
home at the ages of 15 and 
16 and have been together 
ever since. Where you saw 
one, you saw the other. He 
worked for the shoe factory, 
in Gainesville, for quite a 

while before getting into 
construction. He was known 
to ride a motorcycle, and to 
have even out ran the cops a 
couple of times.  He always 
had a smile and $1 bill or 
quarter to off er to any child.  
Th ey tickled him.  He never 
married or had any children 
of his own, but was a bonus 
Dad to James Peyrot, Jr. He 
was dubbed “Unkie” and 
that’s how most knew him. 
He had a kind heart and big 
hands that were not afraid 
to work. He worked hard 
his entire life, right up to 
the point that he could just 
no longer do it.  He never 
wanted for much. He lived a 
simple life. He lived a good, 
honest life.
 In his later years he could 
be found eating breakfast 
at whichever was popular 
among his crowd that met 
every morning at 6 a.m..  
He drove his little red truck 
all over Gainesville feeding 
cows and could barely see 
over the wheel.  He wore a 
hat until he literally had to 
throw it away from the worn 
holes in the band. He didn’t 
make it to church every 
Sunday, but he always made 
sure to stop by and tithe. He 
loved Jesus.
Survivors
 H.C. is survived by his 
immediate family. Brother, 
James Peyrot, Sr., of Gaines-
ville, TX. Nephew, James 
Peyrot, Jr. and wife, Katie 
and their kids, Kreed, Harp-
er Claire (HC), and Winter.
 He is also survived by 
his sisters Mary Ellen West, 
Lillie Price, and Elizabeth 
Perry. He is survived by nu-
merous nieces and nephews, 
and great nieces and great 
nephews.
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents, John and 
Monte Peyrot, his brothers, 
George, Sam, David, Henry, 
B.T. and Andrew; and his 
sisters, Hilda Wilson and 
Ann Wharton; sister-in -law 
Loreta Peyrot, and nephew 
J.D. Peyrot.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, tithe a 
little extra at your church.

Carmen Crowsey
 
Services
 Carmen Crowsey of 
Whitesboro passed away at 
the age of 56, on Wednes-
day, January 19, 2022 at her 
home after a short time un-
der hospice care. 
 A Memorial Mass will 
be held at 2:00 PM Mon-
day, January 24, 2022 at 
St Mary’s Catholic Church 

with Fr. John Pacheco offi  ci-
ating.  A Rosary followed by 
visitation will be on Sunday 
starting at 2:00 PM at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.  
 Her ashes will be privately 
interred at a later date at 
Nelson Grove Cemetery in 
Woodbine. 
History 
 Carmelita Marie 
(Schmitz) Crowsey was born 
on September 13, 1965 
to John & Albina (Mages) 
Schmitz of Gainesville at 
the Gainesville Memorial 
Hospital.  She was named 
after Sister Carmelita Myers, 
O.S.B., who was her moth-
er’s favorite teacher from 
her 8th grade school days at 
Sacred Heart in Muenster.  
Carmen’s Godparents were 
her Uncle Edgar Mages and 
Aunt Gertrude (Schmitz) 
Horn.  When Carmen be-
came an aunt for the fi rst 
time, she chose the name 
“MiMi” for her nieces and 
nephews to call her by.  
 She grew up on Fair Av-
enue, attending kindergar-
ten at St Mary’s School and 
Lindsay ISD during her 
elementary years.  Carmen 
graduated from Gaines-
ville High School in 1984, 
where she played basketball 
on varsity all four years, 
participated in track, and 
cheered on the Leopards as 
the school mascot.  Carmen 
continued her education at 
North Central Texas Col-
lege in Gainesville and the 
University of North Texas 
in Denton, graduating cum 
laude in Dec 1989, receiving 
her Bachelors of Education.  
She spent most of her career 
in elementary education, 
teaching at Denison ISD 
for a short while and then 
at Rad Ware Elementary in 
Woodbine.  
 Th irty-three years ago, to-
ward the end of her college 
years Carmen was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor and un-
derwent several surgeries.  
Most of her adult life she 
continued with follow-up 
appointments.  Sadly, in 
2005, there was a reoccur-
rence of another tumor.  
Over the years, she faced 
numerous health challenges, 
surgeries, and hospital stays, 
but stayed true to her faith 
and put the outcome in 
GOD’s hands.  She was not 
one to complain about her 
situation, but on occasion 
would let you know that 
some frozen donuts or San-
dy Schmitz’s banana pud-
ding would sure be good.  
 Carmen and Brad 
Crowsey met for the fi rst 
time as toddlers, when sev-
eral mothers with little ones 
attended a gathering.  A pic-
ture was taken of four tod-
dlers sitting together.  Little 
could their mothers imagine 
that one day there would 
be a union of that little 
Schmitz baby girl and that 
Crowsey baby boy in the 
photo.  Carmen and Brad 
dated in their early 20’s and 
they were engaged in Octo-

ber of 1990, and married at 
St Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Gainesville, TX on Au-
gust 3, 1991.  She and Brad 
made their home in Whites-
boro where they lived their 
entire 30 years of marriage.  
Ten years after they married, 
in October of 2001, one 
month after 9/11, they ven-
tured off  on a journey to Iva-
novo, Russia to adopt a little 
girl. In April of 2002, they 
brought their 14 pound, 14 
month old daughter, Victo-
ria Marie, home to Texas.  
 In the past few years, all 
the battles that Carmen 
fought slowly took a toll 
on her health and getting 
around had become more 
diffi  cult.  She spent a short 
time in assisted living, en-
during the isolation of Co-
vid-19 restrictions, but was 
able to return to her home 
one year ago in January of 
2021.  Her husband Brad 
has devoted their entire mar-
ried life to her care.  Over 
their years together they 
enjoyed attending Victoria’s 
school activities, road trips 
to Caddo Lake, traveling 
with family to several states, 
many Friday evenings cross-
ing over the Willis Bridge to 
go eat catfi sh, and frequent 
drives around the country-
side near their home.  Most 
recently, she was able to at-
tend the wedding of her 
daughter to Matthew Smith, 
son of Paul & Angela Smith 
of Woodbine on the 4th of 
July.  
 Even with all the hard-
ships Carmen experienced, 
she still found joy in so 
much.  Blessed with beauty, 
and a mile-long smile, she 
had a sense of style and at-
tention to detail in her ap-
pearance. 
 She always dressed neatly, 
and especially loved shoes, 
purses, and jewelry, often 
noticing and compliment-
ing others when something 
caught her eye.  Carmen 
looked forward to going 
shopping with her sister, 
Quita, who frequently took 
her on a sisters day out, 
getting a mani/pedi was a 
favorite outing.   She took 
pride in her beautiful hand-
writing and sent Christmas 
cards out up until the last 
couple years. 
 Carmen spoke her mind, 
and held her ground, that 
trait never left her.  She had 
a keen, unintentional sense 
of wit.  She did not hold 
court, and was not neces-
sarily looking for the perfect 
moment to interject, but she 
sure could toss out a zinger 
that would make everyone 
laugh.  It was always a joy to 
spend time with her. 
Survivors 
 Carmen is survived by 
her loving husband, Brad 
Crowsey, their daughter, 
Victoria Smith, and son-
in-law Matthew Smith, all 
of Whitesboro.  She is also 
survived by her mother Al-
bina Schmitz, sister Ma-
Quita Gossett and hus-
band, Doug, brothers John 
Schmitz and wife Sandy, 
Steve Schmitz and wife 
Misty, all of Gainesville, 
and Joe Schmitz and wife 
Annette of Lindsay, sister-
in-law’s, Tammi Crowsey, 
Penny Crowsey Tibbets, 
and Patti Holt and husband, 
Robert, all of Gainesville, 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews, many cousins, several 
aunts and an uncle.  Car-
men shared a decades-long 
special friendship with her 
kindergarten classmate, Ju-
lie (Duff y) Dulek, of Tulsa, 
OK.  
 All of Carmen’s fam-
ily appreciates the attentive 
care she received over this 
past year by her caregivers, 
Cindy Hernandez and Judy 
Drake, and the constant 24-
hour care from Patti Holt 
over the past two weeks.  
 Carmen was preceded in 
death by her father, John 
Henry Schmitz in 2004, 
mother-in-law Shirley 
Crowsey and her husband 
Ancil Crowsey, father-in-
law J.W. Trisler, and several 
cousins, aunts, and uncles, 
Carmen was a lifelong mem-
ber of St Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Gainesville TX.  
 She selected Saint Celes-
tine for her confi rmation 
name of Celestine, after a 
favorite paternal aunt who 
Carmen was especially close 

(Continued on Page 10)
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following incidents 
were reported to the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than four grams at North 
I-35 frontage road and 
Carnes Street.
 Michael L. Morrison re-
ported criminal mischief in 

the 100 block of Sunnyside 
Lane.
 Jimmy Lee Petty report-
ed an aggravated robbery 
on Wilson Court.
 Mark Allen Tell reported 
unauthorized use of a ve-
hicle in the 1400 block of 
County Road 222.
 Ty Don Lively reported 
criminal mischief less than 
$2,500 in the 500 block of 
Captains Cutt.

Arrest Log
 Billie Jean Davis, 33, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
 Tara Kay Vespa, 37, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams 
out of Dallas County.
 Armando Olvera, 27, as-
sault causing bodily injury 
to family member, interfere 
with emergency request for 

assistance.
 Lorena Ann Wilkin, 54, 
defective tail lamp, posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
less than four grams, posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams.
 Dirk Cordes, 61, false 
statement to police offi  cer.
 Tyson Lee Scruggs, 32, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
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(Continued from Page 1)

wards to comply with the 
law.
 “As you’re aware, after 
each census, governmen-
tal units elect their gov-
erning board from single 
member districts [which] 
are required to look at 
their existing boundar-
ies to determine whether 
they remain in adequate 
balance or not,” Bass 
said. “The standard that 
we have to meet is the 
most overpopulated pre-
cinct and the most un-
derpopulated ward to not 
exceed a top to bottom 
range more than 10 per-
cent. On initial analysis 
we found that Gainesville 
city wards were consider-
ably in excess of 10 per-
cent top to bottom.”
 He said it became nec-
essary to redraw ward 
boundaries.
 “This is a constitution-
al standard,” Bass said. 
“One person, one vote. 
The weight that each 
member that sits on this 
body should have rough-
ly the same number of 
people behind that vote 
and so we have devised 
two plans, both of which 
meet the legal standard of 
balance and in turn, once 
you draw new boundaries 
you have to conform to 
the Voting Rights Act.”
 Bass noted the “best 
minority representation” 
is under Plan B.
 “Plan A, though, is 

within very small incre-
ments of that,” he said, 
adding he believes the 
plan has been discussed 
in city council work-
shops.
 The council then voted 
to close the public hear-
ing at 6:38 p.m.
 The council next voted 
unanimously to approve 
the order to redistrict city 
council wards using Map 
B.
 “And on this, the order 
calls for Map B to be ad-
opted for the redistrict-
ing,” Sullivan said. The 
maps and data descrip-
tions of the wards and 
how they are divided was 

posted in the board room 
and was available at Tues-
day’s meeting.
 “By adopting this reso-
lution you’ll be adopting 
Plan B,” he said. “There’s 
really not that much dif-
ference in either of them 
so, I mean, I think the 
difference is about 52, 
53 people from the top 
to the bottom. So sta-
tistically that’s not very 
much… It was out of 
whack with all the specif-
ic subdivisions growing 
but that’s why you look 
at [redistricting] every 10 
years.”
 The council also ap-
proved the investment 

policy for 2022 with Sul-
livan noting there are no 
changes to the policy.
 The council approved 
minutes of the Jan. 4, 
2022 city council meet-
ing.

Gainesville City Council Tables 
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GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department re-

ceived the following incident 
reports.
 Jeana Ann Hardin reported 
fraudulent use/possession of 
identifying information. In-
formation in a GPD incident 
report indicates a fraudulent 
account was opened using 
the victim’s information and 
fraudulent transfers were 
made in her personal bank 
account.
 Anthony Chase Bailey and 
Monica Olaine Worley re-
ported burglary of a vehicle 
in the 1000 block of Ritchey 
Street.
 Timothy Louis Pettigrew 
reported phone harassment 
in the 1500 block of Lindsay 
Street.
 Ryan Hardy Wright re-
ported burglary of a vehicle in 
the 200 block of Bell Street.

 Mom’s Donuts reported 
theft of property less than 
$750 in the 700 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Franklin Donald West-
brook III reported theft of 
property less than $750 in 
the 1700 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Angel Victoria Reyes re-
ported criminal mischief in 
the 900 block of Dover Cir-
cle.
 John Wallace Crisp report-
ed theft of property in the 
400 block of Ritchey Street.
 A traffi  c stop led to a para-
phernalia citation in the 400 
block of South Grand Av-
enue.
 Th omas Lee Degraff enreed 
reported burglary of a motor 
vehicle in the 800 block of 
Highway 82.
 Whataburger reported 
forgery of money in the 1700 
block of North I-35.
 Fulton Supply and Recy-
cling reported theft of mate-
rial aluminum, bronze, cop-
per/brass less than $20,000 in 
the 500 block of East Broad-
way.
 Leon Keith Colwell re-
ported an incident of coun-
terfeiting in the 1400 block 
of Truelove Street.
 Katie Jean Markcum re-
ported criminal mischief less 
than $750 in the 1000 block 
of Bella Vista Drive.
 Dain Charles Goodell 
reported credit/debit card 
abuse in the 1500 block of 
North Grand Avenue.

 Robert Lefaudio Lindley 
reported burglary of a habita-
tion in the 1500 block of Mill 
Street.
 Abby Nicole Daughtery 
reported theft of medication 
in the 1800 block of Th rock-
morton Street.
 Beth Massey Fisher re-
ported theft of property less 
than $750 in the 100 block 
of Walnut Lane.
 
Arrest Log
 Kevin W. Henderson, 58, 
public intoxication.
 Hunter-Lee L. Merican-
tante, 26, misdemeanor war-
rant arrest/possession of drug 
paraphernalia.
 Lacey M. Caraway, 39, 
misdemeanor warrant arrest.
 Iralynn Dean, 30, tamper-
ing with physical evidence 
with intent to impair.
 Nancy A. Mitcheson, 58, 
misdemeanor warrant arrest.
 Ladonna K. Bruce, 40, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one gram.
 Robert A. Griffi  n, 40, two 
misdemeanor warrants.
 Michael T. Kirk, 39, driv-
ing while intoxicated.
 Noah T. Vondemkamp, 
21, driving while intoxicated.
 Korbin L. Smith, 22, mis-
demeanor warrant.
 Jestina S. George, 31, crim-
inal trespass of habitation, 
criminal mischief less than 
$750, resist arrest, search or 
transport, possession of a 
controlled substance less than 
one gram.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports
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Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

By the Numbers, a Failing President

By Patrick J. Buchanan

If the left believed that 
draping the Capitol riot of 
Jan. 6, 2021, around the 
neck of former President 
Donald Trump and the 
party that refused to repu-
diate him would sink the 
GOP, it appears to have 
miscalculated.
 For, as the left painted 
the Capitol riot as an 
“armed insurrection,” 
“domestic terrorism,” “at-
tempted coup,” and politi-
cal atrocity that stands be-
side Pearl Harbor and 9/11 
as “a day that will live in 
infamy,” Republicans were 
displacing the Democrats 
as America’s fi rst party.
 Democrats began 2021 
as the preferred party of 
49% of the country. Only 
40% identifi ed as Republi-
cans.
 When 2022 began, the 
standings had been re-
versed. 
 Forty-two percent of 
Americans identifi ed as 
Democrats, and 47% as 
Republicans, a turnaround 
of 14 points.
 While President Joe 
Biden began 2021 with an 
approval rating in the mid-
50s, he ended the year with 
an approval rating in the 
low 40s. One national poll 
showed Biden’s approval 
rating sinking to 33%.
 On Wednesday, a Polit-
ico/Morning Consult sur-
vey came out that showed 

that 37% of Americans 
awarded Biden a grade of 
“F” for his fi rst year, with 
another 12% giving him 
a “D.” School kids with 
grades like that risk being 
held back a year or ex-
pelled.
 On his handling of the 
issues of immigration and 
restoring national unity, 
40% of Americans fl unked 
Biden. On the economy, 
38% gave him an “F.” 
 Also, in that Politico sur-
vey, 68% of respondents 
said America is on the 
“wrong track,” more than 
twice the number who be-
lieve she is heading in the 
“right direction.” 
 In this same survey, 
Biden’s overall approval 
stands at 40%.
 What is the message that 
the totality of these num-
bers conveys?
 Democrat and media 
obsession with Jan. 6, their 
vast exaggeration of what 
happened, and the cam-
paign to indict the GOP as 
a mortal threat to “Ameri-
can democracy” has failed 
as a strategy. And Biden’s 
presidency is seen by the 
people he leads as a failing 
presidency.
 If the election of 2022 
were held next Tuesday, 
Democrats would be swept 
from power in both houses 
of Congress, and a Repub-
lican Congress would face 
a lame-duck President Joe 
Biden for the next two 
years. 
 And it is hard to see any 
deus ex machina waiting in 
the wings to prevent what 
is coming: gridlocked U.S. 
government from 2023 to 
2025.
 Indeed, when one con-
siders the political situa-
tion one year after Biden’s 
inauguration and 10 
months before the 2022 
elections, how Biden turns 
things around for himself, 

his presidency and his par-
ty is not easy to see.
 Th e foremost issue in the 
public mind is the econo-
my, infl ation in particular. 
Th e consumer price index 
has been surging at 7%. 
But for the Federal Re-
serve to put on the brakes 
to control infl ation could 
mean a major hit in the 
stock market, which was 
robust in Biden’s fi rst year.
 If Biden is fi ghting stag-
fl ation by the fourth quar-
ter of calendar year 2022 
-- as Jimmy Carter was in 
1980 -- Democratic candi-
dates will be avoiding him 
the way Stacey Abrams 
shunned him on his visit to 
Atlanta.
 A second issue on which 
Biden is racking up fail-
ing grades in the public’s 
mind is immigration, 
which means the southern 
border across which some 

2 million illegal immi-
grants from more than 100 
countries poured in 2021. 
Biden has conceded that 
he has no chance of dealing 
with the crisis legislatively 
because of GOP opposi-
tion in Congress.
 And his unhappy pro-
gressive allies would not 
permit Biden to employ 
the means necessary to halt 
the invasion of the coun-
try whose borders he has 
sworn to protect and de-
fend.
 Another issue gaining 
traction is the explosion 
of fl ash mob robberies 
and shootings and killings 
in Democratic-run cit-
ies, coupled with the per-
ception that progressives 
are soft on criminals and 
tough on cops.
 Saturday, a week ago, 
Michelle Alyssa Go, a 
40-year-old New Yorker, 

was shoved to her death in 
front of a subway train at 
Times Square station by a 
“homeless” person. 
 Atrocities like this are 
now almost daily fare, and 
the stories and video are 
moving public opinion 
back to the law-and-order 
attitudes that worked so 
well for the Republican 
Party in the Richard Nixon 
and Ronald Reagan eras.
 As for the coronavirus, 
the Biden administration 
neither anticipated nor 
prepared for the delta and 
omicron variants. And no 
one knows where we will 
be next November -- hope-
fully, in a better place.
 As of now, Biden is a drag 
on the Democratic Party at 
the national level, and very 
probably in the off -year 
election in November.
 What began his slide in 
public approval last August 

was a foreign policy de-
bacle, the perception of a 
bungled withdrawal from 
Afghanistan.
 And how Biden handles 
the Ukraine crisis ginned 
up by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin may come 
to be seen as a refl ection 
of his mastery of foreign 
policy, or his ineptitude. 
 Ukraine could be deter-
minant in history’s judg-
ment of Biden’s presidency.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2022 
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By Jamie Stiehm

WASHINGTON -- Sen. 
Kyrsten Sinema was speak-
ing on the Senate fl oor, so 
I rushed into the chamber, 
gobsmacked. 
 Th e Arizona Democrat’s 
voice was nothing special 
-- pedestrian -- but new 
to us regulars. She never 
spoke on the fl oor or to 
reporters. Her usual si-
lence was a contrast to 
her bright, tight, shocking 
fashion sense. 
 Would Sinema sur-
render her resistance to 
voting rights for Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s birth-
day? Th e senators listen-
ing were mostly Republi-
cans. Th e other 49 in the 
Democratic caucus had an 
important date. 
 No. Washington has no 
Hollywood endings any-
more, Mr. Smith. Th e Sen-
ate is bled dry of grand, 
cinematic characters. 
 I witnessed Sinema 
thrust a dagger in her own 
president, a scene straight 

out of Shakespeare. So 
much for voting rights. 
 We are divided, she wit-
lessly noted, in the 50-50 
Senate. Th e 60-vote fi li-
buster bar was too sacred 
to change for fair voting 
legislation. Th e Senate 
should spend more time 
talking to each other. In 
a sop, she added that she 
supports voting rights. 
 Sinema’s speech in-
fl amed Democrats, King’s 
family and civil rights 
leaders, who say our frag-
ile democracy is at stake. 
One was Sen. Raphael 
Warnock of Georgia, the 
pastor at the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, where 
King preached. 
 Warnock warned of Re-
publican voter suppression 
laws rising up all over. He 
declared, “Th is is a defi n-
ing moral moment.” 
 For a year now, much 
depended upon Sinema 
and Sen. Joe Manchin, the 
West Virginia Democrat, 
to support their caucus -- 
and President Joe Biden’s 
agenda -- on key votes. 
 Voting Wednesday, they 
sold out their president 
and party. Th e frustrat-
ing fi libuster rule stayed 
intact. Th e delicate Sen-
ate balance tipped. (Note: 
the vice president breaks a 
tie.) 
 I was gobsmacked not 
just at Sinema’s speech, 
but also the strange tim-
ing, which could not be 
accidental. Biden was on 

his way to the Capitol to 
meet Democratic senators 
for a private lunch in the 
Russell Caucus room. 
 For a freshman senator 
to publicly snub a presi-
dent of her party is a new-
fangled fashion, like the 
bare arms Sinema sports 
in winter.
 Nothing like that had 
happened here: not to 
former Presidents Barack 
Obama, nor Bill Clinton, 
and certainly never to 
Lyndon Johnson, the pres-
ident who signed major 
civil rights bills into law.
 Th e “Master of the Sen-
ate,” Johnson ruled by 
direct personal action, in-
spiring fear, trembling and 
loyalty. Presidents need to 
win arguments. 
 Biden, a senator for the 
best 35 years of his life, 
still cherishes the institu-
tion. At lunch, he fondly 
told of dwelling in the 
land of Senate giants. 
Good old “Joe” was never 
one of them. Post-speech 
Sinema, 45, stared at her 
phone. 
 I remember a few: Sens. 
Edward Kennedy, D-
Mass., and Robert Byrd, 
D-W.Va. Byrd later said 
fi libustering the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 was his 
deepest regret. 
 Somebody tell that to 
Manchin, who reveres the 
memory of Byrd. He’s a 
hail-fellow-well-met, play-
ing insider to Sinema’s 
aloof outsider. At least 

Manchin engages, for 
what it’s worth, with sena-
tors and the press. 
 Th e ornate red room 
with high chandeliers 
was not the best place for 
Biden’s belief in the luck 
of the Irish. It’s where the 
Senate investigated the 
sinking of the Titanic. 
 It’s also the room where 
Biden presided over the 
Clarence Th omas Su-
preme Court confi rmation 
hearings. How poorly he 
treated Anita Hill, the wit-
ness who came forward to 
tell of Th omas’s sexual ha-
rassment as her boss. Th e 
nation was shellshocked. 
 Presidential power is 
a mix of persuasion and 
perception. Try as hard 
as he did, Biden could 
not persuade Sinema and 
Manchin to join him 
and virtually all Demo-
crats in Congress. Voting 
rights sailed through the 
House.
 To be fair, Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris re-
quested voting rights as 
her mission months ago. 
She did not get it done. 
 In Biden’s mind, a presi-
dential “ask” packs enough 
power to keep him afl oat 
his maiden year -- like the 
maiden voyage of the Ti-
tanic -- in choppy, icy and 
dark seas. 
 But Sinema and Man-
chin, who became sena-
tors after Biden left a doz-
en years ago, don’t share 
that perception. Th ey 

meet the president on an 
equal plane, especially if 
his power is on the wane. 
 Th e Senate ain’t what it 
used to be in glory days. If 
Biden needed convincing, 
the odd duck delivered the 
swan song. 
 Note to readers: In 
view of the Jan. 19 Sen-
ate vote, the column will 

be amended if the result is 
unexpected.
 Jamie Stiehm may be 
reached at JamieStiehm.
com. To fi nd out more 
about Jamie Stiehm and 
other Creators Syndicate 
columnists and cartoon-
ists, please visit Creators.
com COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM
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Odd Duck Sings Senate Swan Song
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Tell us a little bit about 
yourself
 My name is John H. 
Morris. I’ve lived in Cooke 
County for 40 years. Been 
married to my wife for 50 
years. Th e last 19 years 
I’ve been the county court 
at law judge. Prior to 
that, I was in private law 
practice here in Cooke 
County since 1981. From 
1973 to 1980, I was a 
prosecuting attorney in 
Fannin County. I was li-
censed by the state bar 
in April 1973. I’ve been 
board certifi ed in crimi-
nal law since 1983. I am 
the only elected judge of 
the county court at law. I 
have served four terms. 
 I am running for reelec-
tion, and I am an honor-
ably discharged veteran of 
the United States Army. I 
have two grown children 
who now live away from 
Gainesville. Th ey gradu-
ated from Gainesville 
schools. 
 My court is a court of 
general jurisdiction, one 
of the two courts of record 
in the county along with 
the district court. I have 
a staff  of three people, a 
court reporter, a court 
coordinator and a bailiff  
who do an excellent job. 
We hear over 1,000 cases 
a year. And they are civil, 
criminal, juvenile, pro-
bate, and I do have family 
law jurisdiction. 
 We have court Mon-
day through Friday, and 
all of my hearings except 
for some juvenile hearings 
are open to the public. So 
if the people want to see 
what we do, they can just 
walk in and sit down and 
see what’s happening in 
the court.
What are the duties 
of the Cooke County 
Court at Law Judge?
 First, to qualify for the 
position, you have to be 
over the age of 25 years. 
You’ve got to be licensed 
by the state bar and in 
good standing. You must 
have practiced law for at 
least four years, and you 
must be a resident of the 
county to be eligible to 

run for the offi  ce, and 
hear all the misdemeanor 
criminal cases, all the ju-
venile cases, all the pro-
bate cases, mental health 
commitments. We have 
both jury and nonjury tri-
als. 
 In 2001, we had a con-
stitutional county judge 
in Cooke County. He ac-
tually presided over the 
county court. He was not 
required to be an attorney, 
just 18 years of age and a 
citizen of the county.
 Now historically, most 
of our county judges 
were in fact lawyers, but 
they did not have to be. 
Be a man or woman, eli-
gible voter, resident of the 
county, you can be county 
judge. 
 In 2001 when the 
county court at law was 
established by the legisla-
ture, those qualifi cations 
that I previously men-
tioned came into play. 
Th at is four-year lawyer, 
licensed to practice and 
over the age of 25. Now, 
the county judge is really 
the county administrator 
presiding over the com-
missioners court. He does 
not preside over any court 
at law.
 I don’t have any au-
thority over the commis-
sioners. I just have the 
authority to preside over 
my court and what the 
legislature said I can do. 
People historically have 
thought, well, the county 
judge is the county judge, 
and they still call my 
courtroom “the county 
courtroom.” So, I’m hop-
ing that they understand 
that we have three people 
running for county judge 
but only two running for 
county court at law judge. 
How are you qualifi ed to 
serve in that position?
 I’ve been a licensed at-
torney since 1973. Al-
though it’s not a require-
ment, I am board certifi ed 
in criminal law, and I am 
in good standing with the 
state bar.
What changes, if any, do 
you plan to make if (re)
elected?

 I don’t plan to make 
any. We’ve had a very ef-
fi cient system now for the 
19 years I’ve been there. 
We are always improv-
ing it a little bit but other 
than that, it will remain 
the same.
What budget changes 
do you plan for the of-
fi ce?
 I don’t know that I 
have any. For the last sev-
eral years my budget has 
been very static. I have 
not had to apply for any 
new money or additional 
money. I have never spent 
the full amount that the 
commissioners have al-
lowed me for the opera-
tion of my court. 
Is there anything else 
that voters should know 
about you that makes 
you the best choice for 
Cooke County Court at 
Law Judge?
 I have always had the 
judicial philosophy to 
treat every attorney and 
every citizen with respect 
and courtesy when they 
come into my court. I 
let everyone speak who is 
allowed to speak. I hear 
both sides of every case. 
I do not make the law. 
I follow the law that the 
legislature passes, and I 
apply the facts to the law 
that has been passed. I 
have presided over both 
jury and nonjury trials, 
mostly nonjury which I 
make the decision myself. 
 I’ve only had two cases 
partially reversed in the 
19 years that I have been 
there. Every other case 
had been affi  rmed or 
not appealed. I feel like 
I make very good judg-
ments based on the facts 
and feel very confi dent in 
my position.
 I would hope that the 
people in the county 
would simply look at the 
record I’ve established 
and vote for me based on 
what they see.

Cooke County Candidate Forum
Cooke County Court at Law Judge

Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the March 1 primary election. Cooke County Candi-
date Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked the 
same questions. 

John Morris
Republican - Incumbent

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself
 Well, I’ve been a prac-
ticing attorney for about 
24-plus years. I started 
the practice here in town, 
Switzer Oney Attorneys at 
Law with my law partner 
nine years ago. It’s really 
interesting because when 
we fi rst moved to town 
and opened up the practice 
Jeremy and I didn’t know 
anybody. We just opened 
the practice, and we’ve 
worked really hard, and 
here we are nine years later 
and we have a very success-
ful law practice.
 My husband and I spend 
time doing things together. 
We like traveling together 
and that kind of stuff . My 
kids are grown and gone so 
every once in a while I get 
to go see my grandbabies, 
the best thing in the whole 
world. 
 For the most part I’ve 
just been a practicing at-
torney, and I do a little bit 
of everything. I do a lot of 
family law cases. I do pro-
bate. I do a little bit of real 
estate work. I did do some 
criminal defense work. I 
did federal criminal de-
fense work. I was admitted 
to practice in the Eastern 
District of Texas. So, I did 
that for a little while. I 
don’t do it anymore. I was 
a prosecutor for too many 
years so it was a little hard. 
But that’s kind of who I 
am.
  I just like to spend time 
with my husband. We’re 
really close and he’s my 
best friend. We do a lot of 
fun things together.
What are the duties of the 
Cooke County Court at 
Law Judge?
 Th e Cooke County 
Court at Law Judge has ju-
risdiction over family law 
cases, probate cases, guard-
ianships, juveniles, mis-
demeanor and some civil 
cases. Depends upon how 
much money is involved 
in it. Th at’s the majority of 
what that particular court 
does.
 Th e Legislature in 2012 
enacted legislation giving 
the County Court at Law 
family law jurisdiction here 
in Cooke County which is 
really important because 
our district court handles 
a lot of the family law 
cases. Well, [Judge Janelle 
Haverkamp] handles the 
majority of the family law 
cases and she’s backed up. 
Not only does she handle 
family law, but she also 
handles all the felonies and 
that kind of stuff . We need 
to get some of those cases 
moved because they’re 

backlogged. So, the county 
court at law judge needs to 
start doing those cases.
How are you qualifi ed to 
serve in that position?
 First of all, I’m a practic-
ing attorney like I said. I’ve 
got 24 years of experience 
plus I have experience in 
every single type of case 
that the county court at 
law judge sits on. I’ve done 
probate cases. I’ve done 
guardianships. I’ve done 
family law. I’ve real estate 
transactions. I’ve done it 
all. Th ere’s very few types 
of law I haven’t practiced 
in my career but my focus 
lately has been on family 
law cases and so that makes 
me eminently qualifi ed for 
that particular position. 
Not to mention the fact 
that I have a lot of expe-
rience as a prosecutor for 
criminal cases as well as a 
defense attorney. So I’ve 
seen both sides of that par-
ticular aisle, and it makes 
me uniquely qualifi ed to be 
able to look at both sides 
and handle listening to the 
goods and the bads of both 
sides of the case.
What changes, if any, do 
you plan to make if elect-
ed?
 First of all, we’re going 
to start hearing family law 
cases. Th ere is a desperate 
need for those cases to be 
heard and move that back-
log of those cases through 
the system. And I’m also 
going to bring the offi  ce 
into compliance with the 
electronic fi ling mandate. 
It is not in compliance, so 
that’s one of the things I 
plan on doing in addition 
to doing the family law 
cases.
What budget changes do 
you plan for the offi  ce?
 At this point it’s really 
diffi  cult for me to say what 
kind of budget changes are 
needed because I’m not 
familiar enough with the 
everyday workings of that 
particular court, but clearly 
if there are ways in which 
we can cut some of the ex-
penditures we’ll defi nitely 
do that. Some of that stuff  
is mandated because you’re 
required to provide court-
appointed attorneys and 
that kind of stuff  so there 
may not be a whole lot of 
room to move within that 
but certainly if there’s ways 
in which we can stream-
line it, cut the budget, I’m 
all about that. I believe in 
fi scal responsibility. I’m 
a business owner. I know 
how to make sure that that 
money is put to good use 
and it’s not squandered.
Is there anything else 
that voters should know 

about you that makes you 
the best choice for Cooke 
County Court at Law 
Judge?
 Th at’s a diffi  cult ques-
tion to answer because you 
don’t want to sound like 
you are tooting your own 
horn. But I will say this. 
I have a very strong work 
ethic. I work hard. If you 
pay me to do a job, I’m go-
ing to do a job. I’m going 
to give you 110 percent of 
that, and I think the tax-
payers of Cooke County 
deserve that. Th ey de-
serve a judge who’s going 
to be there every day and 
take care of business and 
I know how to do that. 
So that’s one of the things 
that I think really kind of 
stands out for me, the fact 
that I’ve got my family law 
background. I keep point-
ing to that but that’s a very 
real need right now within 
our court system. Ask any-
body whose got a divorce 
case pending or modifi ca-
tion case pending. Th ey get 
frustrated just like the rest 
of us attorneys do on not 
being able to get a case set 
on the docket. 
 One of the things that 
I wanted to add is the 
fact that I have extensive 
jury trial experience. I 
have tried over 95 cases 
throughout my career, jury 
trials. Not just bench tri-
als but jury trials one of 
which was a capital murder 
case in which I sought the 
death penalty. Th at was a 
very challenging case. 
 I’ve tried a lot of the 
sexual assault of children 
cases. Matter of fact when 
I was the district attorney 
those were the majority 
of cases that I tried. My 
assistants tried most of 
the other stuff  but I tried 
those cases. So, I’m not 
afraid of a courtroom. I 
feel very at home and very 
comfortable in the court-
room but the county court 
at law judge position is 
something that I feel very 
passionate about. It’s one 
of those things where if I 
see a need rather than sit 
back and gripe about it, I 
try to do something about 
it. And I feel like there’s 
something that needs to 
be done with that posi-
tion and so, that’s why I 
decided to run and see if I 
can’t eff ect the change that 
I think that the citizens of 
Cooke County need and 
deserve.

Lynn Switzer
Republican

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Steve Ruben Boomgar-
den, 65, Bristow, Iowa and 
Debra Jo Henricks, 67, 

Dumont, Iowa.
 Richard Wayne Green, 
54, Oklahoma City and 
Tamela Ann Myers, 53, 
Oklahoma City.
 Dustin Lane Hoisington, 
49, Moore, Okla. and Angel 
Anissa Bailey, 45, Moore.

Marriage License

Requests Received

COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Ethan Tyler Neal, 24, 
was convicted of the June 
13, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and was 
sentenced to one year, 
three months confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
a $500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Brandon Louis Bowen, 
36, was convicted of the 
Oct. 7, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of tampering 
with physical evidence and 
was sentenced to 10 years 
suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, ten years’ proba-
tion, a $1,000 fi ne and 
court costs.
 Michael Ray Jones, 47, 
was convicted of the Sept. 
18, 2020 state jail felony 

off ense of driving while 
intoxicated with child pas-
senger and was sentenced 
to two years suspended 
time, two years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facil-
ity, fi ve years’ probation 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Jeremiah Rena Wallace, 
34, was convicted of the 
Dec. 8, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 

less than four grams, and 
was sentenced to fi ve years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne, plus restitution and 
court costs. Wallace was 
also convicted of the Dec. 
8, 2020 second degree fel-
ony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 400 grams and 
was sentenced to fi ve years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Joshua Wayne McLane 
vs. Ruth Evet McLane, di-
vorce.
 Mary Sue Hammer vs. 
Bobby Don Hammer, di-
vorce.
 Th omas Ryan Lemons 
vs. Kacie Elizabeth Lem-
ons, divorce.
 Maddison Paige Fenner 

vs. Marc Ryan Fenner, di-
vorce.
 Renitta S. Long vs. Texas 
Department of Transpor-
tation, injury or damage 
with motor vehicle.
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
David Jackson Wilburn, 
tax cases.
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Catherine Elizabeth Wade, 
tax cases.
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Jennifer P. Presson and 
Shamaria Edington, tax 
cases.

Cases Decided
 Syed Nisar-Hussain 
Shah vs. Brittany Michelle 
Manuel, agreed judgments, 
divorce.
 Tremaine Juanette Jeff er-
son vs. Daniel Lee Brittain, 
agreed judgments, divorce.
 Darcy Jane Martine Mc-
Corkle vs. Jonathon Scott 
Moore, agreed judgments, 
divorce.
 Mashell Lacole Brock vs. 
Parnell Larry Brock, fi nal 
judgment/non-jury, di-
vorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

The Weekly News of 
Cooke County offers clas-
sifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50. 940-665-2320.

Use The Weekly News for 
all of your legal notice 
needs. We service the larg-
est number of clients of 
ANY paper in the Cooke 
County Area. Our legal 
notices are a low, fl at rate 
price to help you fulfi l your 
legal obligations. Give us a 
call to fi nd out more, 940-
665-2320 or visit us on-
line day or night at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Caregivers needed!!! Lo-
cal hearts is a non-medical 
home care business ser-
vicing Cooke, Grayson, 
Denton and Montague 
Counties. They provide 
assistance with transporta-
tion, medication reminders, 
grooming, housekeeping 
and pre/post-op care.  Must 
be 18 or older, have some 
experience with helping 
seniors and providing non-
medical home care.  Shifts 
may vary depending on 
patients needs. Call 940-
736-0496 or email local-
hearts2019@gmail.com.
                                                                  01/26

Help Wanted

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at
every level is “It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

FULL TIME
$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR

ALL NURSING SHIFTS
$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA

NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 
PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

8 HOUR SHIFTS
COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                                       
01/26

The

Weekly News
       of Cooke County

“We are the best
bang for

your buck!”

We have never met a more 
grateful dog than Snick-
ers! She is so happy to 
have been recused and has 
shown all the love she has 
here at our shelter. She 
would rather be in your 
lap or giving you hugs 
and kisses then anything 
else. She gets along great 
with other dogs and we 
could guess she would do 
great with children as well. 
Snickers is nothing but a 
sweetheart and you will 
always have a best friend 
around with her! Snickers 

will be spayed, microchipped, and up to date on all her 
age appropriate vaccinations before going home. If you 
are interested in adopting Snickers please give us a call 
at (940)665-9800 and we can set you up an appoint-
ment to come in and meet her! 

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, little bales and 3x3x8s and little 
bales of coastal. 940-665-7601.
                                                                                                                                                        12/29

Estate 
Sales

Performance Equine Associates is a  veterinary hospi-
tal for horses in Thackerville, OK. We are hiring for an 
equine technician/ assistant. A degree is not necessary but 
horse handling is. Info@pea-texoma.com or call 580-276-
1600. Immediate opening! Great benefi ts! 
                                                                                                                                                       02/02

ESTATE SALE
5225 W FM 922

Era TX 76238

Thursday Jan 27 & 
Friday Jan 28  9-4

Saturday Jan 29  9-3

For descrip  ons
and photos see

durhamestatesales.net

Office & Sales 
Assistants 

We are seeking friendly, 
outgoing people with 
good communication 

skills and a strong work 
ethic to assist in several 

areas of our office. 
Customer 

Service/Sales/Office 
experience are a plus, but 
not required. These are 
full time positions with 

growth potential. 
Assistants start at $12/hr 

+bonuses.  We offer 
health insurance, 

retirement plan, & paid 
holidays. 

Apply in person @ 
Uniflex 

6311 S. I-35   
Gainesville TX. 
(940) 612-4700 

Email resume to: 
Uniflexjob@outlook.com 

DENTAL ASSISTANT NEEDED
We are looking for an additional dental
assistant to join our team at Dr. Mindy

Klement’s offi ce. Registered dental
assistance licensing is plus, but is not

required, on the job training and certifi cation 
assistant will be available. We are open 
Tuesday through Friday and offer a fun

family team environment. Customer service 
is our top priority at our offi ce, and we look 
forward to welcoming a new team member. 
Paid time off and retirement plan provided 
as well as additional benefi ts. Please call 
940-759-2239 for more information or

email resume to drmindy@ntin.net. 

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Legal Notices

No. PR 18025
IN THE ESTATE OF GARY MICHAEL BRAM-

MER, DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of GARY MICHAEL BRAM-
MER, Deceased, were issued on January 12, 2022, in 
Cause No. PR18025, in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: JARED S. ROBINSON. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 18th day of January, 2022. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney for Independent Executor
   State Bar No.: 24057896
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: jon.henley@abdhlaw.com
                                                                                                                                                        01/26

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Melinda Kay Cloer, De-
ceased, were issued on January 11, 2022, in Cause No. 
PR18054, in the County Court at Law of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, to: Bryan Casey Cloer. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
  Mr. Bryan C. Cloer
  8103 Monterra Ranch Drive Apt. #3928
  Fort Worth, Texas 76177

 DATED the 18th day of January, 2022. 

   J. C. Bailey III
   Attorney for Bryan Casey Cloer
   State Bar No.: 01526050
   1901 Airport Freeway
   Bedford, TX 76021
   Telephone: (817) 359-7001
   Email: jcbailey@galyen.com
                                                                                                                                                        01/26

For only $39/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Get all the local news
for less

than a cup
of coffee!

We offer subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272 • Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 • Lindsay - 76250 •  Myra - 76253

If outside these areas and not getting a newspaper, give us a call for other possible options.

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Seasoned Oak Firewood. 
$150/Rick. Callisburg 
940-372-1799.
                                                                                                         01/26

Split Oak, Mesquite and 
Pecan Firewood. Delivery 
Available. 940-668-8840.
                                                                                                         01/26

Woodbine Special Utility District is now accepting appli-
cations for a FIELD OPERATOR.  Duties will include 
the operation and maintenance of a public water utility 
system.  Woodbine S.U.D. offers an elite benefi ts package 
which includes competitive pay, paid insurance, vacation, 
sick time and TCDRS retirement.  Woodbine Special Util-
ity District also pays for all educations and licenses related 
to the water industry.
Applicants should apply at 17 CR 209, Gainesville, TX 
76240.
                                                                                                                                                       01/26
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The Weekly News clas-
sifi ed ads. Just give us a  
call 940.665.2320.

The Weekly News
Classifi ed ads for as low 

as $7.50 /week.
940.665.2320

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang for your buck!”

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
          

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

House for rent in North-
east Central Gainesville: 
2 Bedroom 1 Bathroom 
(tub/shower combo). 
Washer/Dryer, Refrigera-
tor, Gas Range included. 
Large fenced back yard 
with a storage building. 
No indoor pets. No smok-
ing. $800.00/month plus a 
$800.00 security deposit. 
$40.00 non-refundable 
application fee per adult. 
Please call 972-742-9279 
for more details.
                                                                                   01/26

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Legal Notices Cont...

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Two- 2 Bedroom,
1 Bath Duplex Apts. 
Refrigerator, Stove, 

Window ACs,
Space Heaters,

Water Paid $725/
Mth, $325 Deposit, 

No Pets.
401/403 N Howeth St

Gainesville
940-668-6388

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

The Weekly News classifi eds for as low as $7.50 per week! 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

By order of the Commissioners Court of Cooke County, 
Texas, a public hearing to deliberate and consider pos-
sible action on the replat of Lots 8 and 9 of Lakeside 
Estates in Pct. 4 will be held on Monday, the 14th day 
of February, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in the Commissioners 
Courtroom, 1st Floor of the Cooke County Courthouse, 
101 South Dixon Street, Gainesville, Texas.
                                                                                                                                                        01/26

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Carl Jack Roach, Sr., De-
ceased, were issued on November 29, 2021, in Cause 
No. PR18010, pending in Cooke County, Texas, to: 
Carl Jack Roach, Jr..
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

  To: Carl Jack Roach, Jr.
  c/o: Steven C. Holman
  12222 Merit Dr. Suite 1200
  Dallas, Texas 75251

DATED 24 the day of January, 2022.

  Steven C. Holman
  Attorney for Carl Jack Roach, Jr.
  State Bar No.: 24104037
  12222 Merit Dr. Suite 1200
  DALLAS, TX 75251
  Telephone: (972) 474-7828
  Facsimile: (972) 525-0234
  E-mail: steven.holman@holmanlawllp.com
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BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® House For Rent

NOTICE OF BID

Woodbine Special Utility District has declared surplus 
and is offering for sale by sealed bid, one (1) 8’ x 20’ 
fl atbed farm wagon. Unit is not titled; therefore, a bill 
of sale will be provided.
Unit may be viewed at 17 CR 209, Gainesville, TX 
76240.
Bids will be opened on February 10, 2022, at the regu-
lar monthly meeting of the Woodbine Special Utility 
District.

   Rickey D. Kemp, General Manager
   Woodbine Special Utility District
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For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
809 S Weaver 

Shady Glen Apts.
Lynnwood Apts.

Shadowood
Townhomes 
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216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.232010

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated Facility
by Medicare

Space and supplies are limited, first come first served.

T-Mobile, the T logo, Magenta and the magenta color are registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG. © 2021 T-Mobile USA, Inc.

YOU’RE
INVITED

Plus, you can learn more about T-Mobile’s awesome deals.

JANUARY 28TH, 2022
3PM-5PM

905 E HWY 82, SUITE 160, GAINESVILLE

JOIN US FOR OUR GRAND OPENING AND COME OUT 
AND SEE US FOR A DAY FILLED WITH FUN, LOCAL 

FOOD, GIVEAWAYS AND MORE!!

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096

Obituaries
(Continued from Page 3)

to, her father’s sister, Aunt 
“Sally” Celestine Schmitz 
Th eimer.  
Donations 
 Th ose who would like 
to make a donation in her 
memory may consider St 
Mary’s School, Home Hos-
pice of Cooke County, or 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Margaret Louise
Williams

Services
 Margaret Williams, 78, 
of Valley View, TX, passed 
away Sunday, January 16, 
2022 in Denton, TX. Visi-
tation will be held from 
5:30 to 7:30 P.M., Sunday, 
January 23, at Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home in 
Gainesville, TX.  A memo-
rial service will be held at 
11:00 A.M., Monday, Janu-
ary 24, at the funeral home 
with Bro. Danny Shaver of-
fi ciating.
History
 Margaret was born Febru-
ary 23, 1943 in Gainesville, 
TX to Raymond Garner and 
Willie Lorena (Estes) Gar-
ner.
 Margaret married Lynn 
Dale (Buzzy) Miller on July 
25, 1959 in Gainesville, TX 
and resided in Valley View 
where they raised two beau-
tiful daughters, Janet Lynn 
and Lorri Ann Miller.  Af-
ter the death of Lynn Dale 
in 1980, she married Billy 
Herman Williams in Oc-
tober of 1984.  Margaret 
loved helping others in her 
community.  Her most re-
warding passion in life was 
spending time with her 
grandchildren.
 Margaret was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Raymond and Lorena; step-
mother, Th elma Garner; 
fi rst husband, Lynn Dale 
Miller; brother, James Ray 
Garner; and nephew, Rod 
Southard.
Survivors
 Survivors include:  hus-
band, Billy Williams; 
daughter, Janet Freire and 
husband, Robert of Pilot 
Point; daughter, Lorri Lem-
ons of Valley View; and 
stepchildren: Sharon and 
Shane Lewis of Callisburg, 
Karen and Mike Vitale of 
Fort Worth, and Scott and 
Tina Williams of Krum.  
Survivors also include:  two 
sisters Janis McWilliams of 
Borger and Betty Southard 
of Aubrey; nine grandchil-
dren:  Emily Lemons, Coo-
per Johnson, Josh Freire, 
Justin and Jarred Williams, 
Robin Edwards, Cale and 
Ryan Harbin, and Stacey 
Hatch; and several great-
grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-

tions may be made online 
to: www.crohnscolitisfoun-
dation.org or by mail to:  
Crohn’s & Colitis Founda-
tion National Headquarters 
ATTN: Financial Opera-
tions 733 Th ird Avenue, Ste. 
510 New York, NY 10017.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Ann Renee Shugart

Services
 Ann Renee Shugart was a 
caring wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister, and friend. 
She left this world on Janu-
ary 14th, 2022 at the age of 
60. A memorial service is 
scheduled for 2:00 pm on 
Friday, January 21st, 2022 
at the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home on the corner 
of S. Lindsay and E Garnett 
St in Gainesville TX. 
History
 She was born to Don-
ald Andrew Lawrence and 
Marion Ruby Lawrence. 
After Ann graduated from 
high school, she went on 
to work at a few diff erent 
places until settling in at 
SAFRAN, where she has 
worked for the last 32 years.  
Ann married Steven Shugart 
and have been married for 
24 years, his sons are Jeff  
Shugart, Cody Shugart, and 
Adam Shugart.  Ann also 
has four children, Ericha Ev-
erett, LeeAnna Cason, Terry 
McCollum Jr, and Cory 
McCollum.  Together Ann 
and Steve have 22 grand-
children and 1 great-grand-
child.  Th ey have shared a 
wonderful and amazing life 
with lots of great memories 
together.
 Ann loved to be outside 
with her horses, cats, and 
her dogs.  She loved to sew, 
a very avid reader, and loved 
spending time with her fam-
ily and friends.  She was also 
a “shop til you drop” shop-
per.  She loved everyone and 
never met a stranger.  She 
had a huge heart and loved 
to help anyone in need.
Survivors
 She is preceded in death 
by her mother and father, 
and survived by her siblings 
Marion Lawrence, Sharon 
Norton, Mark Lawrence, 
and Bonnie Jeff coats.  
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Tony Dudenhoeffer
 
Services
 Michael Anthony Duden-

hoeff er, 61, of Gainesville, 
passed away January 23, 
2022 in Denton. A Rosary 
service will begin at 6:00 
P.M. on Wednesday, January 
26, 2022 at Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home.  Th e 
funeral service will follow at 
6:30 P.M.  Th e family will 
receive friends following the 
service from 7:00 to 8:00 
P.M.
History 
 Tony was born February 
29, 1960 in Gainesville to 
Mike and Bessie (Franklin) 
Dudenhoeff er.  He gradu-
ated from Gainesville High 
School and married Judy 
Epperson on April 25, 1981 
in Gainesville.  Mr. Duden-
hoeff er was a hard-working 
man and worked in main-
tenance his entire career.  
Th ere was never anything 
he couldn’t fi x.  Mr. Duden-
hoeff er loved to travel, hav-
ing made several road trips 
with his son in recent years. 
A generous spirit, he spent 
most of his time either help-
ing others or spoiling his 
grandchildren, who were #1 
in his life.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: wife, 
Judy Dudenhoeff er of 
Gainesville; son, Jeremy 
Dudenhoeff er and wife, 
Tammy of Sanger; grand-
children: Lena and Austin; 
mother, Bessie Dudenhoef-
fer of Gainesville; sister, Tes-
sie Wagoner and husband, 
Steve of Idaho; sister, Kathy 
Hudson and husband, Mike 
of Greenville; sister, Ber-
nie Brown and husband, 
Michael of Era; sister, Rose 
Ramsey and husband, Ron-
nie of Decatur; brother, 
Matt Dudenhoeff er; sister-
in-law, Diana Hensley of 
Gainesville; sister-in-law, 
Barbara Jones and husband, 
Mike of Walnut Bend; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.
 Mr. Dudenhoeff er was 
preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Mike Dudenhoeff er.
Donations 
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church or a charity of one’s 
choosing.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

James Ray Bellows

Services
James Ray Bellows, 95 

of Gainesville, Texas passed 
away on January 19, 2022.   
Memorial service will be 

Monday, January 24, 2022, 
at 10:00 am at Meador Fu-
neral Home Chapel, 1204 
E. California Street, Gaines-
ville, Texas.
 Cremation arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Meador Funeral Home of 
Gainesville.  
History
 He was born in 1926 in 
Blue Ridge, Texas.  James 
was the oldest of 5 children 
born to Foy and Irene Bel-
lows.  After graduating from 
Van Alstyne High School in 
1944, he was drafted by the 
U.S. Army and served dur-
ing WWII and the Korean 
War.  While serving in the 
Army, James married Wyn-
ema “Nema” Neil.  In 1956, 
James and Nema built a 
convenience store business 
in Sherman, Texas.  In 1969, 
James moved to Gainesville 
and built 2 Handy Foods 
stores and a Kwik Kar Wash.  
 James was of the Baptist 
faith and attended Temple 
Baptist Church.  James was 
a 32-degree Mason.
 After the death of Nema, 
James married Louise Bak-
er Hargesheimer in 1995.  
James and Louise enjoyed 
26 years of marriage.
Survivors
 James is survived by 
his wife, Louise Bellows; 
son, Phil Bellows; daugh-
ter, Vicki Crawford and 4 
grandchildren and some 
great grandkids and maybe 
some great great grandkids.


